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From the Desk of the President
Jim Cowell, PCA President

Growing Together
Support our Junior Members!  We are excited to 

announce that we are partnering with the Southeast PA 
Beef Classic to bring our junior members - two shows, two 
judges, under one roof, in one weekend.  Our PCA Junior 
Jackpot Heifer and Jackpot Steer Show will be held on 
March 23rd – March 25th at the Farm Show Complex in 
Harrisburg.  This three day event is billed as THE SPRING 
SPECTACULAR and will continue to include two days of 
shows and educational events for our junior members.  As 
the show continues to grow we are encouraged by their 
involvement and a future for the industry.  Watch for more 
details on our website pacattlemen.org or the Pennsylvania 
Cattlemen’s Association Jackpot Show Facebook page.  

Many people come from across the state to watch our 
youth compete for top premiums with livestock they have 
raised on PA farms.  This provides us with the ability to 
connect with consumers and answer the questions they 
ask about how our cattle are raised.  They are also able to 
promote the improvements that have been made in their 
breeding programs.  In the ring, they gain recognition for 
what they have accomplished which can lead to marketing 

opportunities through 
future cattle sales. 
It is exciting to see 
the competition and 
the results of the time and commitment they have spent 
working with their animals to participate at this great event.  
Don’t miss this show!

In January, PCA will be participating at the Keystone 
Farm Show.  It is held at the York Fairgrounds in York, 
PA on January 9th, 10th and 11th.  The cattlemen will be 
selling raffle tickets for a Priefert Chute and providing edu-
cation about the beef industry of Pennsylvania.   Although 
we will miss the PA Farm Show, this three day event will 
allow us to engage with producers from across the state. If 
you have a few hours to share your knowledge with others 
interested in the beef industry we would welcome your 
participation.  Since 1998, the Keystone Farm Show has 
met the needs of farmers in the Mid-Atlantic region.  There 
are over 400 agricultural exhibits with over 12,000 farmers 
attending.  I hope to see you there!

Please join us for the PCA Annual Meeting and Awards 
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Banquet which will be held on Thursday evening, March 
29th at the Ramada in State College PA. During the Annu-
al Meeting, PCA recognizes beef producers and industry 
representatives who lead by example. They are selected 
for the difference they are making in the beef industry.  I 
hope you already have someone in mind and will consider 
nominating them to be honored for the accomplishments 
they have achieved in our industry.  Scholarships will be 
awarded to selected students who are members of PCA 
and are leading by example in their schools.  

Join us to participate in any of these events. We face 
a growing population, nationally and around the world, that 
want high quality beef.  We need to work now to encour-
age expanded supply and marketing opportunities with 
fewer regulatory burdens.  By creating a better business 
environment we will create benefits for our industry and 
generations to come.   We are committed to building a bet-
ter beef industry.  The future holds many opportunities and 
through our dedication of time, we will make a difference.  

Jim Cowell, President
Frosty Springs Farm

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 3

CHUTE RAFFLE SPONSORED BY PRIEFERT

BUY YOUR

TICKETS

TODAY!!
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“PREG” CHECK AND CULL “OPEN” REPLACEMENT HEIFERS
By Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University

Many ranchers choose to breed the replacement heifers about a month ahead of the mature cows in the herd. In 
addition, they like to use a shortened 30 to 60-day breeding season for the replacement heifers. The next logical step is to 
determine which of these heifers failed to conceive in their first breeding season. This is more important today than ever 
before.

The bulls were removed from the replacement heifers about 60 days ago, therefore, this would be an ideal time to call 
and make arrangements with your local large animal veterinarian to have those heifers evaluated for pregnancy.  After 
two months of gestation, experienced palpaters should have no difficulty identifying which heifers are pregnant and which 
heifers are not pregnant (open). Those heifers that are determined to be “open” after this breeding season, should be 
strong candidates for culling. Culling these heifers immediately after pregnancy checking serves three very economically 
valuable purposes. 

1)     Identifying and culling open heifers early will remove sub-fertile females from the herd.  Lifetime cow 
studies from Montana indicated that properly developed heifers that were exposed to fertile bulls, but DID NOT 
become pregnant were often sub-fertile compared to the heifers that did conceive. In fact, when the heifers that 
failed to breed in the first breeding season were followed throughout their lifetimes, they averaged a 55% yearly 
calf crop. Despite the fact that reproduction is not a highly heritable trait, it also makes sense to remove this ge-
netic material from the herd so as to not proliferate females that are difficult to get bred. 

2)     Culling open heifers early will reduce summer forage and winter costs. If the rancher waits until next 
spring to find out which heifers do not calve, the pasture use and winter feed expense will still be lost and there 
will be no calf to eventually help pay the bills. This is money that can better be spent in properly feeding cows that 
are pregnant and will be producing a salable product the following fall. 

3)     Identifying the open heifers shortly after (60 days) the breeding season is over will allow for marketing the 
heifers while still young enough to go to a feedlot and be fed for the choice beef market.  “B” maturity carcasses 

continued on page 6
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(those estimated to be 30 months of age or older) are very unlikely to be graded Choice and cannot be graded 
Select. In addition, they may not be eligible for some international beef markets. As a result, the heifers that are 
close to two years of age will suffer a price discount.  If we wait until next spring to identify which two year-olds 
did not get bred, then we will be culling a female that will be marketed at a noticeable discount compared to the 
price/pound that she would have brought this summer as a much younger animal. In today’s market an 850 pound 
non-pregnant heifer will bring about $1.30/lb. or $1105 per head. If current prices hold, next spring a two-year old 
1000 pound open cow may bring $0.90/lb. or $900 per head. This calculates to a $205 per head loss plus the 
expense of keeping her through the winter.

Certainly the percentage of open heifers will vary from ranch to ranch. Do not be overly concerned, if after a good heif-
er development program and adequate breeding season, that you find that 10% of the heifers still are not bred. Resist the 
temptation to keep these open heifers and “roll them over” to a fall-calving herd. These are the very heifers that you want 
to identify early and remove from the herd. It just makes good economic business sense to identify and cull non-pregnant 
replacement heifers as soon as possible. 

Reprinted with permission: Drovers 

REPLACEMENT HEIFERS
continued from page 5

THE “POSITIVE ASSOCIATIVE EFFECT” OF 
HIGH PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS

By Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Extension

As you drive across much of the country this fall you 
see many big round bales of hay stored for winter feed.   
The quality of this hay will vary a great deal.  Frankly, 
some of it will be low in protein content and therefore low 
in digestibility.  The micro-organisms in the rumen of beef 
cows and replacement heifers require readily available 
protein to multiply and exist in large enough quantities 
to digest the cellulose in low quality roughages.  Protein 
supplementation of low-quality, low protein forages results 
in a “positive associative effect”. This “positive associa-
tive effect” occurs as supplemental protein available to 
the “bugs” in the rumen allows them to grow, multiply, 
and digest the forage more completely and more rapidly.  
Therefore the cow gets more out of the hay she consumes, 
she digests it more quickly and is ready to eat more hay 
in a shorter period of time.  Data from Oklahoma State 
University illustrates this (Table 1). The prairie hay used 
in this study was less than 5% crude protein. When the 
ration was supplemented daily with 1.75 lbs of cottonseed 
meal (41% crude protein), retention time of the forage was 
reduced 32% which resulted in an increase in feed intake 
of 27%. Because hay intake was increased, the animal has 
a better chance of meeting both the protein and energy 
requirement without supplementing other feeds. Because 
retention time was decreased, one could postulate the 
protein supplementation in this situation also increased 
digestibility of the hay

continued on page 8
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HIGH PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS
continued from page 6

None 1.75 lb Change

Rumen Retention
Time, Hr

74.9 56.5 -32%

Voluntary Daily
Hay Intake, % of wt.

1.69 2.15 +27%

Table 1. Effect of Cottonseed Meal Supplementation on Ruminal Retention Time and Intake 
of Low-Quality Prairie Hay

As producers prepare their winter supplement strate-
gies, they can see the importance of providing enough pro-
tein in the diet of the cows to feed the “bugs” in the rumen.  
If the hay is low in protein (less than 8 % crude protein), a 
small amount of supplemental protein such as cottonseed 
meal, soybean meal, or one of the higher protein by-prod-
uct feeds, could increase the amount and digestibility of the 
hay being fed. 

This strategy requires that ample forage is available to 
take advantage of the “positive associative effect”.  As the 
table above illustrates, properly supplemented cows or 
replacement heifers will voluntarily consume about 27% 
more hay if they were provided adequate protein.  As long 
as enough forage is available, this is a positive effect of a 
small amount of protein supplement.  

2018 PENNSYLVANIA FORAGE CONFERENCES
Save the Dates for the 2018 Pennsylvania Forage Conferences!  There will be two conferences taking place next year 

– one in Grantville and one in Indiana.  Dr. Dan Undersander, Forage Specialist at the University of Wisconsin will deliver 
the keynote address.  Undersander’s research objectives include determining factors affecting alfalfa plant health and sur-
vival; best management for harvested forage – big bale wrapping, fermentation of silage; optimum management practices 
for intensively grazed pastures considering forage, yield, quality, and effect on wildlife.  More details will be forthcoming – 
keep an eye out on the PFGC website and in Lancaster Farming in the near future. 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Park Inn by Radisson
1395 Wayne Avenue
Indiana, PA

Wednesday February 28, 2018
Grantville Holiday Inn
604 Station Rd
Grantville, PA

To register or for more details, contact Terri Breon at 814-355-2467 or paforagegrassland@gmail.com.  These confer-
ences will be sponsored by the Pennsylvania Forage and Grassland Council, in collaboration with Penn State. 

2018 Redbooks Are Now Available
Redbooks are a management tool used for cow/calf record keeping.

A donation of $5.00, plus S&H, per copy is requested. 
The donation will be used to fund the PCA Young Producer 

Activities.  We are fortunate to have young producers interested in 
the beef industry and this is one of the best nationally recognized 

leadership programs available.
To order your copy, 

contact Ann Nogan at 570-254-6856 or mail your donation to:
PA Cattlemen’s Association, 

127 Tompkinsville Rd., Scott Township PA 18433.
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Engineered to perform. Built to last.

Visit our Blue Ball, PA location or 
call to find your nearest dealer. 800-292-4752 mheby.com

RUFF NECK: Heavy-duty construction for commercial livestock
haulers. Our most rugged trailer.

MAVERICK: The industry’s only 
commercial-grade production model.
Full of premium standard features.

FDA ISSUES MICOTIL 300 USER SAFETY ALERT
By John Maday, Editor, Bovine Veterinarian

Awareness and training can prevent human injury when 
using animal-health products. 

The FDA this week issued a safety alert to remind pro-
ducers, veterinarians and health-care providers of potential 
safety hazards in using Micotil 300 (tilmicosin). Micotil 300 
is a prescription injectable antibiotic used to treat respirato-
ry disease in cattle and sheep.

Human exposure to Micotil 300, particularly through 
accidental injection, can lead to toxicity to the cardiovas-
cular system. According to theFDA, injections of less than 
0.5 ml (1/10 teaspoon) have been associated with pain 
and bleeding at the injection site, while larger volumes 
have been associated with nausea, dizziness, rapid heart 
rate, and death. Oral or skin exposure also has resulted in 
toxicity, but injections pose the greatest risk of severe injury 
or death.

These risks have been well-known for years, and of 
the 25 known deaths associated with the drug, the FDA 
says the “majority of the deaths were due to intentional self 
administration of the drug.” Some deaths have, however, 
resulted from accidental injections.

FDA recommends regular training for workers who ad-
minister Micotil 300 to livestock. Do not use in the product 

in automatically powered syringes and avoid contact with 
eyes. In the case of accidental self-injection, consult a phy-
sician immediately and apply ice or cold pack to injection 
site. Emergency medical telephone numbers are 1-800-
722-0987 or 1-800-428-4441.

While there is no antidote for Micotil poisoning, FDA 
notes research has shown cardiovascular toxicity may be 
due to calcium channel blockade. In dogs, administration of 
intravenous calcium offset Micotil-induced tachycardia and 
negative inotropy (decreased contractility). Dobutamine 
partially offset the negative inotropic effects induced by 
Micotil in dogs. β-adrenergic antagonists, such as propran-
olol, exacerbated the negative inotropy of Micotil in dogs. 
In pigs, tests have indicated administration of epinephrine 
increased the risk of fatality.

FDA notes that Elanco Animal Health, which distributes 
Micotil 300, “has made efforts to warn and educate people 
about the human health risks associated with this prod-
uct and to provide training to users and veterinarians on 
safe handling and use of Micotil 300.” Elanco is currently 
working in consultation with the FDA to further address this 
issue.
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continued on page 11

NORTHEASTERN REGION FARM COMPUTER USAGE
AND OWNERSHIP REPORT

USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture

Farmers are Using Additional Meth-
ods to Access the Internet

In 2017, USDA-NASS added two additional meth-
ods that farmers could select for accessing the Internet. 
Fiber-optic and mobile Internet service for a cell phone 
or other device are the two access methods added to 
the Farm Computer Usage and Ownership report. Fi-

ber-optic was used by 8 percent of the farms, and mobile 
Internet service was used by 17 percent. However, DSL 
(Digital Subscriber Line) connection continues to be the 
most common method of accessing the Internet, with 29 
percent of the farms in the United States using it, down 
from 30 percent in 2015. A satellite connection, at 21 per-
cent, remained steady from 2015. Other reported methods 
of accessing the Internet include cable modem service, 
dialup service, and other or don’t know. Cable modem 
service is at 15 percent, up 3 percentage points from 2015. 
Dialup service is at 2 percent, down 1 percentage point 
from 2015. Other or unknown is at 8 percent, up 3 percent-
age points from 2015. 

Nationally, 73 percent of farms have computer access. 
Of those farmers having computer access, 72 percent, up 
1 percent from 2015, own or lease a computer. Comput-
er usage for farm business at 47 percent nationally, is up 
4 percentage points from 2015. A new question in 2017 
reported 39 percent of producers nationally use a tablet or 
smart phone for farm business.  
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FARM COMPUTER USAGE
continued from page 10

Farm Computer Usage – Northeastern States and United States: 2013, 2015 and 2017

Farm Computer Usage – Northeastern States and United States: 2013, 2015 and 2017

Primary Method of Internet Access – Northeastern States and United States: 2013, 2015 and 2017
[Primary method of Internet access for those operators who have access to the Internet]

continued on page 12
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FARM COMPUTER USAGE
continued from page 11

Primary Method of Internet Access – Northeastern States and United States: 2013, 2015, and 2017
[Primary method of Internet access for those operators who have access to the Internet]

For the complete “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report, go to: https://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/
viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1062 

The “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report and all other NASS reports are available online at www.nass.usda.
gov.
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continued on page 14

SIMMENTAL – STRONG IN 2017

Mid-summer and early-fall of 2017 proved to be a con-
tinuation of a strong year for Simmental cattle in Pennsyl-
vania and the Pennsylvania Simmental Association (PSA). 
Following a great PSA sponsored field day in July at Curry 
Wagner Simmentals near Hershey, the focus of activity 
shifted in early October to the State Farm Show complex 
in Harrisburg and the Keystone International Livestock 
Exposition (KILE).

At KILE, entries from Ten U.S. States and the Canadian 
province of Ontario, competed for the title of Simmental 
Grand Champion female in the highly competitive Simmen-
tal Open Show. At end of competition, the Champion Senior 
Heifer Harker’s Darling Sierra, owned and shown by Karlee 
Griswald of Clinton, Iowa was judged Grand Champion 
Simmental Female.  The Reserve Grand Champion Fe-
male was Tim Schaeffer’s heifer, BFSC She’s Special 345E 
out of Hagerstown, Indiana. James and Jackie Campbell of 
Sycamore, Pennsylvania were awarded the best bred and 
owned pair of heifers while Andrew Henthorn of Fleming, 
Ohio had the top cow-calf pair.

Also in the open show at KILE, the title of Grand Cham-
pion Simmental Bull was won by R3C Jaded Steel, bred, 
owned and shown by Hudson Cattle Company of Lewis-

burg, West Virginia. The Reserve Grand Champion Bull 
was shown by Andrew Henthorn. Valerie Snee and SVJ 
Cattle Company, Amity, Pennsylvania, were prominent in 
winning Bred and Owned Pair of Bulls, and Produce of 
Dam.

Premier Exhibitor at the Simmental Open Show was  

KILE 2017 Open Simmental Champion Cow/Calf Pair Lazy 
H MS. Playmate C8, owned by Andrew Henthorn, Fleming, 

OH.  Henthorn was also Premier Exhibitor of the Open 
Simmental Show.
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SIMMENTAL
continued from page 13

Andrew Henthorn of Fleming, Ohio 
and the Premier Breeder was Billy El-
mhirst and Indian River Cattle Compa-
ny of Indian River, Ontario, Canada.

In the SimAngus/SimSolutions 
show at KILE, the title of Grand 
Champion Female which was awarded 
to Hara’s Princess 12D owned and 
shown by Tim Schaeffer.  The Re-
serve Grand Champion Female was 
Harrell Miss Burgess 50D owned and 
shown by Katie Mize of Hagerstown, 
Maryland.  The Grand Champion Bull 
was KNKC/WF Donald Trump owned 
by K&K Cattle Company and Weimer 
Family Cattle and shown by Lynn 
Korns of Hyndman, Pennsylvania.  
The Grand Champion Cow/Calf Pair 
was awarded to Valerie Snee with the 
Reserve going to the Bertrand Family/
Hillcrest Farm of Auburn, Massachu-
setts.

On October 28th the 2017 Penn-
sylvania Fall Classic Simmental Sale 
- one of the longest running consign-
ment sales in the eastern states - was 
held at Waynesburg, Greene Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. Consignors from 
seven eastern states brought together 
eighty-one consigned lots - the largest 
offering in the history of the sale.  Buy-
ers from twelve states took advantage 
of the large round-up of excellent 

Simmental genetics. The per-lot sale 
average was $2,370.

The volume buyer was Richard 
Young of Young Cattle Company, Bel-
mont, Ohio.  He got a quick start pur-
chasing the two top-selling lots; open 
heifer “Classic Flatliner” for $8,000 
and bred heifer “Classic Kizzy D86” 
for $7,000, both animals consigned 
by Classic Farms of Fairmont West 
Virginia. Six bred and open females 
sold in the $4,000 range and there 
was plenty of great cattle remaining to 
satisfy all expectations and budgets.  
Top selling bulls consigned by Buena 
Vista Simmentals of West Virginia and 
Palmer Cattle Company of Pennsylva-
nia brought $3,600 each.

We offer many thanks to sale man-
ager Chris Brown, auctioneer Colonel 

John Spiker, sale staff David Spiker, 
Charlie Stickler, Sadie Wright and sale 
consultant Dalton Lundy for an excel-
lent Fall Classic Sale.  The PSA Fall 
Classic Simmental Sale will return to 
the sale barn at the Greene County 
Fairgrounds on October 27th, 2018.

Looking forward in time, the next 
big event for the Pennsylvania Sim-
mental Association and Simmental 
cattle in Pennsylvania will be the 
Pennsylvania Farm Show. The PSA 
Annual Meeting and dinner will be 
held at 6:00pm Saturday, January 6th, 
2018 at Hoss’s Restaurant in Enola, 
PA.  The open Simmental show at the 
Farm Show complex will take place 
on Monday, January 8th.  Mark your 
calendars for these important events.

Top-selling bred heifer of the October 
28, 2017, PA Classic Simmental Sale 
was Classic Kizzy D86, who sold for 
$7,000 to Richard Young, Young Cat-

tle Company, Belmont, OH.

Top-selling lot of the October 28, 2017, 
PA Classic Simmental Sale was the 

open heifer Classic Flatliner, who sold 
for $8,000 to Richard Young, Young 

Cattle Company, Belmont, OH.

AGRICULTURE CUTS RESTORED IN FINAL STATE BUDGET
By State Rep. Mark Keller (R-Perry/Franklin)

The 2017-18 Pennsylvania state budget was recently finalized when a revenue package to fund the spending plan was 
approved by the General Assembly and Gov. Tom Wolf. The budget increases funding for the Department of Agriculture 
by nearly 6 percent over the 2016-17 fiscal year.   

In his original budget proposal, the governor eliminated the appropriations for a number of programs that are important 
to the future of the Commonwealth’s agriculture industry. I am pleased to report the General Assembly was able to restore 
all of the governor’s funding cuts.  

Highlights from the department’s budget include:
• The restoration of $30.1 million for the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine, which plays a 

critical role in maintaining the health and well-being of the state’s animal agriculture. 
• The restoration of $1.3 million for the Agricultural Excellence program, which is a 10 percent increase over last 

year.
• The restoration of $1.7 million for the Agricultural Research program.
• The restoration of $303,000 for the Agricultural Promotion, Education and Exports program, which is a 10 percent 

increase over last year.
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STATE BUDGET
continued from page 14

Ron Novak   
Hartford, OH • 330.772.3186

SAV Final Answer
Cole Creek Cedar Ridge

SAV Bismarck

Yearling Bulls Sired By:

Efficient, Easy Fleshing Cattle

• The restoration of $494,000 for the Food Marketing and 
Research program.

• The restoration of $215,000 for the annual Keystone 
International Livestock Exposition at the Farm Show 
Complex, which is a 10 percent increase over last year.

• The restoration of $215,000 for the annual All-American 
Dairy Show at the Farm Show Complex, which is a 10 
percent increase over last year.

• A funding increase of 10 percent for Youth Shows at the 
Farm Show Complex, for a total of $169,000.

The budget also includes a provision for improving agricul-
tural education by creating a commission that would develop 
and oversee standards for our schools that dovetail with state 
academic standards. The Commission for Agricultural Edu-
cation Excellence will help students interested in moving into the agricultural field, whether farming or the industrial side, 
with a uniform curriculum based on high priority occupations, and provide support with state and local FFA programs.

It won’t be too much longer before work gets underway on the 2018-19 budget. I encourage each of you to contact 
your state senator and/or state representative and impress upon them the importance of maintaining their support and 
commitment for the farming community. By getting involved, we can all help agriculture remain strong, for Pennsylvania 
and for the 59,000 farm families who depend on our industry for their livelihoods.
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2018
PCA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association (PCA) is now accepting applications for the 2018 PCA Scholarship.  Only 
members of the Pennsylvania Junior Cattlemen’s Association or applicants whose parents are members of the PCA are 
eligible for the PCA Scholarship.  These scholarships are open to individuals continuing their education in agriculture and 
expressing interest in the beef, dairy and/or veal industries.  Students are eligible to receive a scholarship twice.  
Scholarships will be awarded at the PCA Annual Banquet held on Thursday, March 29, 2018. 

Name:                

Home Address:               

County:       Phone No.:        

School Address (if college student):            

Birth Date:       Year in School:       

Major Area of Study:              

Grade Point Average:      of possible         

Are you a member of the Pennsylvania Junior Cattlemen’s Association or a child of a Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s 
Association member:            Yes             No 

Please submit this completed scholarship application form, along with the answers to the questions below, an educational 
transcript and one letter of academic recommendation to the address below.  Applications must be postmarked on or 
before MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2018.

Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association 
127 Tompkinsville Road 

Scott Township, PA  18433 
pacattlemen@gmail.com 

www.pacattlemen.org

Please submit your answers to these questions on a separate paper and mail, along with your completed application to the 
Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association. 

ACTIVITIES:

1. List cattle and/or agriculture organizations. 
2. School. 
3. Community. 
4. Future plans. 

On an additional piece of paper (limit 3 pages), please 
answer the following questions. 

1. What positive affect has agriculture had in your life? 
2. Explain why you decided upon your choice of 

continuing education (i.e., major course of study, 
etc.)? 

3. A. Identify and briefly discuss a current issue 
impacting the beef, dairy and/or veal industries. 

B. Offer suggestions to prepare the industries for 
the issue discussed. 

4. How will your academic, extracurricular and 
community activities prepare you to be involved in 
beef, dairy and/or veal? 



       Winter 2017   •   Keystone Cattlemen   •    17

2018
PCA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The PCA Scholarships are made available to young persons planning careers in or related to the beef, dairy 
and/or veal industries. 

Applicants must meet the following requirements: 

 Be a high school senior or currently enrolled in a 2- or 4-year college. 
 Demonstrate interests in the beef, dairy and/or veal industries. 
 Express assurance in furthering education in the agricultural field of study (i.e., 

college, vocational school, etc.). 
 Must possess leadership skills and show intentions of representing the beef, dairy 

and/or veal industries in some career form. 
 Must provide educational transcripts and a letter of recommendation. 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2018.  THE 
SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE AWARDED AT THE ANNUAL PCA AWARDS BANQUET ON 
THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2018.  FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS, EITHER VISIT THE PCA WEBSITE OR CONTACT: 

PENNSYLVANIA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
c/o PCA Scholarship 

127 Tompkinsville Road 
Scott Township, PA  18433 

www.pacattle.org 
pacattlemen@aol.com
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THE AGRICULTURAL LAW BRIEF
A RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM OF THE CENTER 

FOR AGRICULTURAL AND SHALE LAW

continued on page 19

Livestock Mandatory Report-
ing/COOL: USDA Strengthens 
Enforcement Rules for Livestock 
Mandatory Reporting and COOL 
Programs

On August 8, 2017, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service (AMS) an-
nounced that the agency has issued a 
final rule that permits USDA to impose 
civil penalties against violators of the 
Livestock Mandatory Reporting (LMR) 
and the Country of Origin Labeling 
(COOL) regulations. AMS stated that 
the announced final rule extends the 
current rules under the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, as amended, 
to include LMR and COOL violations. 
AMS asserted that when there is a 
failure “to meet the LMR reporting 
requirements it impacts the ability of 
AMS to publish timely and reliable 
livestock information that the industry 
relies upon.” Accordingly, under the 
new final rule, USDA now has the abil-
ity to enforce compliance through the 
imposition of up to $10,000 in penal-
ties for each violation of an LMR regu-
lation. Regarding COOL, the program 
is intended to provide consumers with 
information regarding the origin of 
many foods. To achieve that objective, 
the final rule authorizes the imposition 
of fines against covered retailers or 
individuals that willfully violate COOL 
regulations. The announced final rule 
became effective upon its publication 
in the Federal Register on August 9, 
2017 (82 FR 37171).

Pipelines: Pennsylvania DEP 
Approves Permit Application for 
Atlantic Sunrise Project

On August 31, 2017, the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) approved two permit 
applications for the Atlantic Sunrise 
Pipeline Project, which will be built 
by the Transcontinental Gas Pipeline 
Company, LLC (Transco). The ap-
provals include a Chapter 105 Water 
Obstruction and Encroachment Permit 
and three Chapter 102 Erosion and 

Sediment Control Permit authoriza-
tions. DEP is still reviewing the Air 
Quality Plan Approval for construction 
activities in Lancaster County. If ap-
proved by DEP, the plan will authorize 
Transco to transfer and use 106 tons 
of nitrogen oxide Emission Reduction 
Credits (ERCs) from a facility in Mary-
land. Transco has also recently been 
granted possession of private lands 
designated as part of the project con-
struction zone. The U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
granted summary judgment in favor of 
Transco on August 23, 2017, allowing 
Transo to condemn several Lan-
caster County properties (Transcon. 
Gas Pipe Line Co. LLC v. Permanent 
Easement for 2.14 Acres, No. 17-715, 
et al. ). The project will pass through 
ten Pennsylvania counties and consist 
of 183 miles of new pipeline, several 
miles of pipeline replacement, two 
compressor facilities, and other modi-
fications.

Animal Welfare: USDA Unveils 
Public Search Tool for Animal 
Welfare Compliance Records

On August 18, 2017, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) announced the availability of 
an online search tool that provides the 
public with access to Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA) compliance records. The 
new search tool is intended to provide 
the public with information regarding 
how APHIS performs “its statutory 
duties under the [AWA], in accordance 
with privacy laws.” The announced 
availability marks the return of the 
public search tool component of the 
Animal Care Information System 
which had been taken off-line for 
review on February 3, 2017. According 
to APHIS, the AWA, which was signed 
into law in 1966, regulates “the stan-
dards for humane care and treatment 
for certain animals that are exhibited 
to the public, bred for commercial sale, 
used in medical research, or transport-
ed commercially.” Accordingly, those 

facilities that use “regulated animals 
for regulated purposes must provide 
their animals with adequate housing, 
sanitation, nutrition, water and veteri-
nary care, and they must protect their 
animals from extreme weather and 
temperatures.” Periodically, USDA 
inspectors conduct unannounced 
inspections of these facilities to assess 
AWA compliance. The AWA, however, 
does not apply to farm animals used 
for food or fiber or to horses not used 
for research purposes.

FSMA: FDA Releases Multiple 
Food Safety Modernization Act 
Guidance Documents

In August 2017, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) released 
multiple guidance documents intended 
to help industry comply with the Food 
Safety and Modernization Act (FSMA). 
On August 7, 2017, FDA published 
material regarding FSMA exemptions 
for Low-acid Canned Foods; juice 
Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Point (HACCP); and seafood HAC-
CP. According to FDA, while specific 
exemptions are provided for these 
products, processors need to be 
aware that certain FSMA regulations 
may still be applicable. On August 14, 
2017, FDA published material clarify-
ing the waiver “for food establishments 
that provide food directly to consumers 
from the requirements of the Sanitary 
Transportation of Human and Animal 
Food Rule.” FDA stated that the guid-
ance is in direct response to questions 
received following the publication of 
the final rule. On August 24, 2017, 
FDA published a guide to assist small 
businesses comply with the Final Rule 
on Mitigation Strategies to Protect 
Food Against Intentional Adulteration. 
According to FDA, the guide “provides 
nonbinding recommendations on such 
topics as developing a food defense 
plan and records management.” Final-
ly, on August 30, 2017, FDA published 
food facility guidance regarding “how 
to establish and implement a heat 
treatment…to prevent contamination 
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2017 Pennsylvania Cattleman’s Director’s Listing
Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s 
Association
127 Tompkinsville Rd.
Scott Township PA 18433
Phone: 570-254-6856

John-Scott Port ‘17
Clarion County

Bobbi Bailey, ‘17
Greene County

Rachel McQuiston, Tres ‘17
Butler County

Cliff Orley ‘17
Lebanon County

Jim Cowell ‘14 Pres
Greene County

George Bard ‘14
Lancaster County

Tina Hicks-Kern ‘15 At-Large
Huntingdon County

Bill Palmer ‘15 
Berks County

Dan Kniffen, Sec.  ’16 
Centre County

Adam Kauf ‘16
Bedford County

Amy Weinreich AP BO ‘12
York County

Armstrong/Indiana County
Cattlemens Association
Steve Reichard VP ‘15
Clarion County

Adams County Beef 
Producers

Pennsylvania Shorthorn 
Association

Berks Southeast
Cattlemen’s Association
Sam Stump ‘14
Berks County

Somerset County 
Beef Producers
Dan Miller ‘15
Somerset County

Pennsylvania Simmental 
Association
Steve Hook ‘16
Snyder County

Washington County 
Cattlemen’s Association
Bill Devore ‘17
Washington County

Westmoreland County 
Cattlemen’s Association

PA Beef Council
Bridget Bingham Ex-Officio
Bedford County

by disease-causing bacteria.” FDA 
stated that the guidance is intended to 
help food facilities comply with spe-
cific requirements of the preventive 
controls for human food rule “such as 
developing a written food safety plan, 
establishing preventive controls, and 
taking corrective actions.”

WOTUS: EPA Extends Com-
ment Period for Definition of 
“Waters of the United States”

On August 22, 2017, Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Department 
of the Army’s Corps of Engineers (the 
agencies) published notice extending 
the comment period for the proposed 
rule entitled: Definition of Waters of 
the United States—Recodification of 
Pre-existing Rules (82 FR 39712 ). 
Extended 30 days as a result of stake-
holder requests, the comment period 
is now scheduled to close on Septem-

ber 27, 2017. Published on July 27, 
2017, the proposed rule would rescind 
the 2015 Clean Water Rule and rein-
state the previous federal definition of 
“waters of the United States” (82 FR 
34899). According to the agencies, 
the proposed rule is the result of a 
February 28, 2017, Executive Order 
which required the agencies to review 
the 2015 Clean Water Rule and to 
propose a rule that either rescinded 
or revised the rule. The proposed rule 
would re-codify the definition of “wa-
ters of the United States” as it pres-
ently appears in the Code of Federal 
Regulations and restore the definition 
that existed prior to the 2015 Clean 
Water Rule. The agencies stated that 
the re-codifying of “the regulations that 
existed before the 2015 Clean Water 
Rule will provide continuity and cer-
tainty for regulated entities, the States, 
agency staff, and the public.” Follow-
ing finalization of the proposed rule, 
the agencies will begin future rulemak-
ing efforts by “conduct[ing] a substan-

tive re-evaluation of the definition of 
‘waters of the United States.’”

International Trade: Syngenta 
Settles with Corn Farmers over 
Loss of Chinese Market

On September 26, 2017, Syngen-
ta announced a pending settlement 
to resolve litigation regarding the 
company’s introduction of the genet-
ically modified (GMO) corn variet-
ies Agrisure Viptera® and Agrisure 
Duracade™. The litigation involved 
allegations that Syngenta had caused 
economic harm by introducing new 
genetic traits into the U.S. corn market 
before the GMO varieties had been 
approved by all major export markets. 
Starting in 2011, Syngenta introduced 
Agrisure Viptera®, containing the 
MIR162 genetic trait, into the U.S. 
corn market prior to MIR162 receiv-
ing Chinese import approval. Sub-
sequently, in November 2013, U.S. 
corn exports to China were found to 
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be contaminated with MIR162. As a 
result of this discovery, China began 
rejecting shipments of U.S. corn. In 
2014, Syngenta introduced Agrisure 
Duracade™ into the U.S. corn mar-
ket. In addition to MIR 162, Agrisure 
Duracade™ contained the genetically 
modified trait Event 5307, which at the 
time had not been approved for import 
into China. China would eventually 
grant import approval to MIR162 in 
November 2014 and to Event 5307 in 
July 2017. U.S. corn farmers alleged 
that being denied access to the Chi-
nese market resulted in lower demand 
for U.S. corn and subsequent lower 
prices. Though terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed, Bloomberg News 
reported that the amount exceeds $1.4 
billion and involves more than 100,000 
U.S. corn farmers. 

Hydraulic Fracturing Ban: 
Delaware River Basin Commis-
sion Moves towards Ban on 
Shale Development

On September 13, 2017, the Dela-
ware River Basin Commission (DRBC) 
approved a resolution to prepare 
and publish revised draft regulations 
addressing natural gas development 
within the Basin. The procedural reso-
lution directs that revised draft rules be 
published no later than November 30, 
2017. Pursuant to the resolution, the 
draft rules will seek comment on the 
prohibition of shale gas development 
using hydraulic fracturing and hori-
zontal drilling technologies within the 
Basin. The resolution also directs that 
the draft rules will address the “stor-
age, treatment, disposal, or discharge” 
of wastewater produced by shale gas 
operations in addition to inter-basin 
water transfers related to shale devel-
opment. The resolution was approved 
by a vote of 3 to 1 with Pennsylvania, 
New York, and Delaware voting in 
favor, the federal government voting 
in opposition, and New Jersey ab-
staining. The passage of the resolu-
tion continues a rule-making process 
that began nearly a decade ago, but 
has been largely dormant since 2011 
when a special meeting to vote on the 
passage of draft rules regulating shale 
development within the Basin was 

cancelled. For more information on 
the regulation of shale development 
with the Delaware River Basin, please 
see the DRBC webpage at http://www.
nj.gov/drbc/programs/natural/.

Ag-Gag: Tenth Circuit Rules 
Wyoming Resource Data Collec-
tion Law Regulates Protected 
Speech

On September 7, 2017, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit 
ruled that Wyoming’s statutes that 
make it illegal to trespass when gath-
ering information regulate speech pro-
tected by the First Amendment (West-
ern Watersheds Project v. Michael, 
No. 16-8083). Enacted in 2015 and 
amended in 2016, Wyoming’s statutes 
provide for criminal and civil liability 
on any unauthorized person who “[c]
rosses private land to access adjacent 
or proximate land where he collects 
resource data” (Wyo. Stat. §§ 6-3-
414(c); 40-27-101(c)). The court stated 
that under the Wyoming statutes, the 
phrase “collects resource data” is 
broadly defined so as to include nu-
merous activities on public lands that 
fit within the speech creation category 
recognized by case law. The court 
asserted that “[a]n individual who pho-
tographs animals or takes notes about 
habitat conditions is creating speech in 
the same manner as an individual who 
records a police encounter.” According 
to the court, just because an individual 
violates a trespassing law does not 
mean that their First Amendment rights 
are not protected. Therefore, even 
if a law involves trespassing, it must 
undergo constitutional scrutiny if the 
law also regulates protected speech. 
As a result, the case was remanded to 
the lower court to determine what level 
of constitutional scrutiny should be 
applied to the protected speech.

FSMA: Food Safety and Mod-
ernization Act Produce Safety 
Rule Becomes Final

On September 17, 2017, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
announced that the FDA Food Safety 
and Modernization Act Produce Safety 
rule is now final. Initially proposed in 
2013, the final rule incorporates revi-
sions outlined in the 2014 supplemen-
tal proposal as well as other appropri-
ate changes. According to the FDA, 

key areas affected by the final rule 
include: (1) agricultural water; (2) bio-
logical soil amendments; (3) sprouts; 
(4) domesticated and wild animals; (5) 
worker training, health, and hygiene; 
and (6) equipment, tools, and build-
ings. Regarding the implementation 
of the final rule, FDA Commissioner 
Scott Gottlieb stated that the agen-
cy is aware of the need to educate 
both the produce industry and state 
regulators on the new requirements. 
As a result, Commissioner Gottlieb 
announced the FDA’s intention to 
assist compliance efforts through: (1) 
extending agricultural water compli-
ance dates; (2) engaging stakeholders 
regarding agricultural water standards; 
(3) recognizing other methods that 
are appropriate for use in agricultural 
water testing; (4) delaying inspections 
to assess compliance with non-water 
requirements for produce other than 
sprouts; and (5) working in partnership 
with farmers and the states to provide 
training opportunities for both produc-
ers and regulators.  

GMO Labeling: USDA Releas-
es Study Regarding Disclosure 
of Bioengineered Food

On September 6, 2017, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Agricultur-
al Marketing Service released a study 
entitled: Study of Electronic or Digital 
Disclosure: A Third-Party Evaluation 
of Challenges Impacting Access to 
Bioengineered Food Disclosure. 
Completed in compliance with the 
National Bioengineered Food Dis-
closure Standard, the purpose of the 
study is to identify potential challenges 
faced through the electronic or digi-
tal disclosure of bioengineered food. 
According to the study, consumers 
face potential technical difficulties 
when accessing electronic or digital 
bioengineering disclosures because: 
(1) consumers do not automatically 
associate digital links with additional 
food information, (2) consumers may 
lack equipment capable of scanning 
digital links, (3) consumers may be 
confused due to hundreds of scanning 
apps being available in the market, 
and (4) consumers may be unable 
to connect to broadband. The study 
further asserted that many consumers 
do not understand how to download 

continued on page 21
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or use scanning apps and may be 
confused by current bioengineering 
disclosure language. To overcome 
these potential consumer challenges, 
the study recommended that the gov-
ernment and interested parties provide 
the following: (1) education regarding 
electronic or digital disclosure links 
and bioengineered foods, (2) offline 
disclosure options for those who lack 
smartphones or broadband access, 
and (3) scanner apps that are more 
user-friendly.

Packers and Stockyards Act: 
USDA Withdraws Proposed GIP-
SA Rule

On October 18, 2017, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) pub-
lished notice in the Federal Register 
that the agency was withdrawing the 
Grain Inspection, Packers and Stock-
yards Administration (GIPSA) rule pro-
posed on December 20, 2016 (82 FR 
48603). Under 7 U.S.C. 192(a), fed-
eral law makes it is illegal for packers, 
swine contractors, or live poultry deal-
ers to engage in any unfair, unjustly 
discriminatory, or deceptive practices. 
Furthermore, 7 U.S.C. 192(b) makes 
it is illegal for packers, swine contrac-
tors, or live poultry dealers to provide 
any person or locality an undue or un-
reasonable preference or advantage. 
According to USDA, the proposed rule 
had been intended to provide clarity 
regarding what types of conduct or 
actions GIPSA considers to be unfair, 
unjustly discriminatory, or deceptive. 
Additionally, USDA stated that the 
proposed rule had been intended 
to provide criteria to be used when 
determining what conduct or actions 
constituted an undue or unreasonable 
preference or advantage. In withdraw-
ing the proposed rule, USDA asserted 
that the suggested changes would 
lead to increased litigation regarding 
both the interpretation and the defense 
of the regulation. Accordingly, with the 
withdrawal of the proposed rule, USDA 
stated that the agency will continue 
the current approach of determining 
unfair and deceptive practices “on a 
case-by-case basis.”

Pesticides: EPA Announces 
Label Changes for Dicamba Use

On October 13, 2017, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) announced that the agency 
has reached a voluntary agreement 
with Monsanto, BASF, and DuPont 
to provide new label requirements 
for dicamba application to growing 
plants. The new requirements apply 
to products which are intended for 
“over the top” use. Such products are 
considered to be intended for “over the 
top” use when they can be sprayed 
directly on a growing plant. According-
ly, under the new requirements, labels 
on all products intended for “over 
the top” use will state the following: 
(1) application is permitted only by 
certified applicators; (2) farmers must 
maintain specific records; (3) appli-
cation is limited to when wind speeds 
are below 10 mph; (4) application 
is limited to certain times during the 
day; (5) language addressing tank 
clean-out; (6) language addressing 
enhanced susceptible crops; and (7) 
language addressing record keeping 
with sensitive crop registries. EPA 
stated that the new, voluntary labeling 
requirements are the result of “a series 
of discussions…with states, land-grant 
universities, and the pesticide man-
ufacturers to examine the underlying 
causes of recent crop damage in the 
farm belt and southeast.” According to 
EPA, the companies have agreed to 
have the new labeling ready for use in 
the upcoming 2018 season.

Invasive Species: Pennsylva-
nia Passes Controlled Plant and 
Noxious Weed Act

On October 30, 2017, Governor 
Tom Wolf signed legislation repealing 
the Noxious Weed Control Law (Act 
74 of 1982) and replacing it with the 
Controlled Plant and Noxious Weed 
Act. The legislation passed by votes of 
49-0 in the Pennsylvania Senate and 
184-0 in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Enacted as Act 46, 
the new law updates Pennsylvania’s 
list of noxious weeds to include sever-
al new weeds negatively affecting the 
Commonwealth. Additionally, the new 
law incorporates all weeds currently 
on the Federal Noxious Weed List. 
Significantly, Act 46 creates a new 
controlled plant section which allows 
for the permitted research or cultiva-
tion of plants that have the potential 

to become invasive, but which also 
promise economic value. For example, 
the Bill’s primary sponsor, Eddie Day 
Pashinski (D-Luzerne) cited the grass 
Miscanthus, which if uncontrolled 
could be harmful, but which also could 
be used as a biofuel. Finally, Act 46 
empowers the Controlled Plant and 
Noxious Weed Committee, which con-
sists of public and private members, 
to do the following: (1) establish lists 
for both controlled plants and nox-
ious weeds; (2) propose additions or 
removals from lists of controlled plants 
and noxious weeds; and (3) perform 
studies or risk assessments of any 
controlled plant or noxious weed being 
considered for addition or removal.

Pipelines: Governor Signs Bill 
to Extend Pennsylvania One Call 
System

On October 30, 2017, Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf approved legisla-
tion expanding the Commonwealth’s 
current safe digging law to increase its 
application to oil and gas pipeline op-
erations (Act 50 ). Under Pennsylva-
nia law, “facility owners” are required 
to be members of the Pennsylvania 
One Call System which serves as 
the state’s communication system to 
prevent damage to any underground 
infrastructure. Additionally, Pennsyl-
vania law mandates that excavators 
call the Pennsylvania One Call Sys-
tem before any digging or demolition 
commences to request information 
on existing underground lines. Previ-
ously, Pennsylvania law excluded oil 
and gas operators as “facility owners,” 
and therefore, they were not subject 
to Pennsylvania One Call System 
requirements. With the enactment of 
Act 50, operators of unconventional oil 
and gas well production and related 
gathering lines engaged in excavation 
are now required to employ the Penn-
sylvania One Call System. Certain 
conventional oil and gas operators, 
however, continue to be exempt as the 
definition of a “line” specifically ex-
cludes gathering lines with a diameter 
smaller than eight inches and that car-
ry only conventional oil or gas. Finally, 
Act 50 now requires an unconvention-
al oil or gas operator to be included on 
the board of directors governing the 
Pennsylvania One Call System.

continued on page 22



22   •   Winter 2017   •   Keystone Cattlemen

Antibiotic Use: San Francisco 
to Require Large Grocery Stores 
to Disclose Antibiotics in Meat

On October 3, 2017, the San Fran-
cisco Board of Supervisors approved 
an ordinance requiring that large gro-
cers in the city submit annual reports 
detailing the use of antibiotics in raw 
meats and poultry products. According 
to the ordinance, antimicrobial drugs 
found in meat and poultry pose an 
environmental and public health threat 
by allowing antibiotic-resistant bacteria 

to multiply and spread. The ordinance 
further alleged that such antibiotic-re-
sistant bacteria are routinely found 
on animals at slaughter and on raw 
meat in grocery stores. As a result, 
the ordinance now requires large 
grocers operating in the city to annu-
ally report antimicrobial information to 
the Department of the Environment 
(Department). Under the ordinance, a 
grocer is considered large if they oper-
ate a grocery store in the city and also 
own or operate 25 or more grocery 
stores anywhere. Accordingly, larger 
grocers in the city must now report the 
following information: (1) purpose of 
the antibiotic use; (2) any Third Party 

Certification; (3) average number of 
days of antibiotic use per animal; (4) 
percentage of animals treated with 
antibiotics; (5) number of animals 
raised; and (6) total volume of antibi-
otics administered. Upon receiving the 
annual reports, the Department will 
make public the information through 
publication on its website. If subject 
grocers fail to abide by the ordinance 
requirements, authorized city officials 
may impose penalties (including fines) 
and suspend or revoke any permits 
held.
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NORTHEASTERN REGION CASH RENTS REPORT
USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture

Permanent Pasture Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2017

Non-Irrigated Cropland Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2017

• Permanent Pasture
• Non-Irrigated Cropland
• Irrigated Cropland

• State Average
• Highest Rate Counties
• Lowest Rate Counties

Northeastern Region Cash Rents Summary:

continued on page 24
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Baxter Black, DVM
Coyote Cowboy

Observations
-There’s always time to pet your 

dog.
-If a feller doesn’t trim his own 

horse’s feet, he’s got too many horses 
or not enough time.

-Some people do what they’ve 
gotta do to live where they wanna live. 
Others live where they have to live to 
be what they want to be.

-If the reader can’t understand what 
the poet is tryin’ to say, it’s not the 

reader’s fault.
-Sometimes gentle pressure is 

better than jerkin’ as hard as you can. 
Kinda like pickin’ up a bull’s nose.

-The consultant’s motto: You can’t 
have all your hands in one pocket.

-People like David Duke and Louis 
Farrakhan are head and tail of the 
same bad penny.

-I like a woman that smells like 
barbecue sauce.

-Some say, “You are what you eat.” 
I say, “You are where you walk. Wipe 
your feet.”

-I observed to a man in New York 
that I was surprised that they had so 
many cows and so much farming. He 
said, “Son, this is where it started.”

-The only thing I can’t do in excess 
is moderation.

-It’s hard bein’ a cowboy. If a man 
gets run over by a truck he gets sym-
pathy. If he gets run over by a horse, 
they laugh.

-You know you had a bad weekend 

when you wake up Sunday morning 
and it’s Thanksgiving Day.

-A bank examiner is someone who 
comes in after the battle and shoots 
the wounded.

-If a person has an excuse to be 
less than they can be, they probably 
will.

-Wine doesn’t give me a headache. 
Winos do.

-I felt sorry for myself when I had 
no hat, ‘til I met a man who had no…
wait a minute, that’s not right.

-Vet prognosis. Those that linger 
have a better chance than those that 
die right away.

-Whoever named The Dumb 
Friends League has dang sure 
punched a few cows.

-If you are not generous when you 
can afford to be, it marks you as a 
small person. That is not the same as 
being generous with somebody else’s 
money. That’s merely being cheap.
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continued on page 20

Irrigated Cropland Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2017

Permanent Pasture Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2016

CASH RENTS REPORT
continued from page 22

Non-Irrigated Cropland Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2016

Irrigated Cropland Cash Rental Rates – Northeastern States, 2016
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Washington County
Cattlemen
Becky Hrutkay
52 Hetherington Rd.
Bentleyville PA 15314
Hoss4455@gmail.com
724-239-3556

Armstrong/Indiana
County Cattlemen
William Ritts
144 Rocky Top Lane
Worthington, PA 16262
724-2973690
weritz@comcast.net 

Adams County 
Beef Producers
Angie Young, Sec
3256 Emmitsburg Rd
Gettysburg, PA 17325
Younga66@aol.com
717-337-3758

Somerset County
Beef Producers
Kermit Stahl
550 White Oak Rd
Somerset PA 15501
814-445-5213

PA Shorthorn 
Association
Kay McElhaney, Sec
724-573-9043
Mc3familyfarm@verizon.net

Westmoreland County
Cattlemen
Edward Graham, Sec
306 Calvary Hill Rd
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-832-8991

PA Simmental 
Association
Rhonda Dziembowski
400 River Road
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
508-868-8836
RLUVSANGUS@aol.com

Berks Southeast 
Cattlemen
Jessica Weist
jweist84@gmail.com
610-334-5322

February 26, 2018 (Monday)  January 22, 2018
June 11, 2018 (Monday)  April 27, 2018
August 31, 2018 (Friday)  July 20, 2018
December 7, 2018 (Friday)  October 26, 2018

2018 KC Publishing Schedule

__Adams County Beef Producers

__Armstrong/Indiana County Cattlemen

__Berks Southeast Cattlemen

__PA Shorthorn Association

__PA Simmental Association

__Somerset County Beef Producers

__Washington County Cattlemen

__Westmoreland Cattlemen

Mail to: PCA Office
127 Tompkinsville Rd. , Scott Township, PA 18433

Phone: (570) 254-6856 • pacattlemen@aol.com

Producer Memberships
PCA Membership (includes Keystone Cattlemen) $25_________
PCA Junior Membership (21 and under) $5_________
      Please indicate name and birthdate____________________________
NCBA Membership (Includes National Cattlemen Magazine)
      1-100 Head $150________
      101-250 Head $300________
      251-500 Head (over 250, please call PCA Office) $450________

Non-Producer Membership
PCA Industry Membership $125________

Scholarship Donation _________

TOTAL (make check payable to PCA) $___________

Affiliate contacts
(100% PCA Affiliates)

Become a Part of
PCA and NCBA

Now!
Member Information
Name:___________________________________
Address:_________________________________
City, State & Zip:__________________________
County:_________________________________
Phone:__________________________________
Fax:____________________________________
Email:___________________________________

Please select all that apply:

PCA Affiliate Memberships
Members of the following organizations do not pay dues directly 
to PCA.  Your dues are collected through your affiliate organiza-
tion.  Please check your affiliate organization below.  Complete 
personal information above and return to affiliate secretary.

Are you interested in volunteering for PCA as:

____ Leadership position ____ Event Volunteer

____ Fund Raising  ____ Special Projects

Recruited By: __________________________________

New Member                   Renewal
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THIS IS OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
TO TAKE PLACE ON Thursday, MARCH 29, 2018, 7:00 PM 

AT Ramada Inn, 1450 S. Atherton St., State College PA
(RECEPTION at 5:30 PM, DINNER AT 6:00 PM) 

The PA Cattlemen Association’s Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet (March 29, 2018) is a time for PCA to honor 
exceptional contributors at the Annual Awards Banquet.  You still have time to nominate persons for the award catego-

ries and PCA directors (five to be elected).
Forms for silent/fun auction consignments, award nominations, and scholarship applications are available at the PCA 

office and on our website www.pacattlemen.org. We welcome any donations to fund our junior programs. Join us at for 
the Junior Shows, PCA Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet.

Looking forward to seeing you soon.  Best Regards.
Sincerely,

Jim Cowell, President

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association is seeking nominations for five board of directors.

There are five seats available, each with a three year term.  Bill Palmer and Tina Hicks-Kern are eligible to serve an 
additional three year term, if re-elected. Amy Weinreich is serving as an appointment and may be elected to start a 
first three year term.  There will be a total of two vacant seats to be filled.  A total of five seats are to be filled.

Please contact the following chairman of the nominating committee to recommend a nomination.  Nominations can 
also be accepted from the floor during the annual meeting on March 29, 2018.

Steve Reichard, SGus48@windstream.net.

BYLAW CHANGE NOTICE
Any proposed bylaw changes must be submitted by February 1, 2018 to Dan Kniffen, DKniffen@psu.edu, or any 

current Member of the Board of Directors located in the Keystone Cattlemen’s Magazine. 
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ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET AND MEETING ORDER FORM  
PCA 570-254-6856 (phone) 

Email: pacattlemen@gmail.com

	
Reception	5:30	PM;	Dinner	6:00	PM;	Meeting	to	Follow	Dinner		

Thursday,	March	29,	2018	
Ramada	Inn,	1450	S.	Atherton	St.	State	College	PA		

PLEASE RESERVE:  
Prime Rib, $40 each (Adult) _______      Prime Rib, $20 each (Junior) _______

(Juniors are 6-12 years of age; no charge for children under 6 years of age)  
DESIRED DONENESS FOR PRIME RIB: RARE___ MEDIUM___ WELL DONE___

"YES!  I would like to sponsor a student award winner to attend the PCA Annual Awards Banquet”  
  $40.00/ea.          $ _________ 

Please remit by check payable to PCA. Thanks. Total Enclosed: $ __________________

Note: Reservation for number and types of meals must be made before March 16th .  Thank 
you, we look forward to seeing you there.

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 
Address: _________________________________  Email: _______________________

  --------------------------------------------------------------------

Clip here and return above form: 

Location:  Ramada Inn - 1450 S. Atherton St., State College PA

Don’t forget to:   
 Nominate a fellow cattleman to become a Director!  
 Nominate a fellow cattleman for an award!  
 Donate an item for the silent or fun auctions!  
 Encourage a junior to apply for a scholarship!
 Ask a local business to become an associate member!  
 Ask a fellow cattle producer to become a member! 
 Solicit items for fun and silent auctions! 
 Attend 2018 PCA Jackpot Heifer & Steer Show!

                 Check payable to PCA, please mail to 127 Tompkinsville Road, Scott Township, PA 18433
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2018 PCA AWARD NOMINATIONS 
The 2018 PCA Awards will be presented at the Annual Cattlemen’s Banquet.  Nominees must be current PCA 
members.  A brief (1-2 page) summary of their accomplishments is required.  The submissions must be postmarked 
by Feb. 2, 2018. 

1. COMMERCIAL COWHERD/GROWER OF THE YEAR NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________ 

2. SEEDSTOCK BREEDER OF THE YEAR NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________

3. CATTLE FEEDER OF THE YEAR NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________

4. ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________

5. INDUSTRY SERVICE AWARD NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________ 

6. SPECIAL APPRECIATION AWARD NOMINEE 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________ 

7. JUNIOR CATTLEMEN  
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number__________________ 

8. JUNIOR CATTLEWOMEN Name/Company___________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number__________________

       Please fill in your information below as the awards nominator 
Name/Company_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
County  ________________________________Phone Number___________________ 

Please forward to
 PA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION, C/O Ann Nogan 127 Tompkinsville Rd, Scott Township PA  18433   

570-254-6856 Email Pacattlemen@gmail.com 
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The PA Cattlemen’s Association and the Southeast PA Beef 

Classic have joined forces to bring you TWO SHOWS  
at one location! Mark your calendars, it’ll be one for the 

books! 

P.S.S.

Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association
Tina Hicks-Kern, thickskern@gmail.com

Southeast PA Beef Classic
Fritz Frey, ffrey@freysupply.com

Find more information on our Facebook pages

For Questions and Sponsorship Information:
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2018 PCA Jackpot Heifer & Jackpot Steer Show
Sponsorship

March 23-25, 2018

Company:____________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name/Title:__________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone/Fax/email: ___________________________________________________________________

Please submit your sponsorship form by February 27th
to receive recognition in print for your appropriate sponsorship level.

Junior event will be held at

The Farm Show Complex, 2300 N Cameron St., Harrisburg, PA on March 23-25, 2018

Thank you on behalf of the Junior Exhibitors and the PA Cattlemen’s Association

Category

o Allied Industry Member
o Donor
o Patron Sponsor
o Silver Sponsor
o Gold Sponsor
o Platinum Sponsor
o Other

Exhibit Fee

  Free
$    50
$  100
$  250
$  500
$1000
$____
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Consignment to the PCA Fun Auctions 

 Following the successes of the auctions over the past several years, PCA is requesting 
consignments for the 2018 auctions, being  held during the PA Performance Bull Sale and  PCA 
Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet  (March 29th). More than $50,000 has been raised through 
the Fun Auctions, with funds used to provide scholarships, conduct educational programs, 
support cattle industry initiatives, and support our national association.

 Exhibitors and banquet participants alike have the opportunity to donate items to the 
auction. Donated items may range from homemade items, to tools, bull semen, equipment, 
dinners at restaurants, services, and livestock.  Each item or its photo and description will be 
on display at the Livestock Evaluation Center and a few selected items for the Annual Meeting 
and Awards Banquet hours along with the names of donors.  The auction will be close on 
Friday, March 30th.  Some of the items will also be selected for an “early preview fun auction” to 
be held at the PCA Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet. 

If you have an item that you wish to donate, please return the form below to the PCA 
office so we can reserve table space.  A list of donors will appear in the summer issue of 
Keystone Cattlemen.  A suggested bid increment will be specified for each item.  

The Cattlemen and Cattlewomen of Pennsylvania thank you for your support! 

Fun and Silent Auction Donation Form 

I would like to donate the following item to the PCA Silent Auction or Fun Auction. 

Company Name                                                   Email                                               . 

Contact Person                                                      Phone                                              . 

Address   . 

Item                                                                        Estimated Value                             . 

*I will (bring or send) (circle one) the (item or photo) (circle one) and description of the item.  
*Please specify any special conditions (such as time and place for item to be picked up). 
*If you have questions or suggestions please contact the name below                                    
Return Form To:

Pennsylvania Cattlemen’s Association, Ann Nogan 
127 Tompkinsville Road, Scott Township, PA  18433 
(570) 254-6856 phone   or pacattlemen@gmail.com

Exhibit Fee

  Free
$    50
$  100
$  250
$  500
$1000
$____



Pennsylvania Beef Council • www.pabeef.org            www.pa-bqa.org • 1-888-4BEEFPA

Beef Checkoff, the Investment that 
Keeps Returning…
Your State Beef Council Ensuring a Valuable Return!

The PA BQA program is the foundation of the producer 
education programming for PA Beef Council. This year, a total of 
39 producer education events were held in the Commonwealth. 
Events range from BQA certification programs, to hands 

on stockmanship trainings and 
educational tradeshow exhibits. 
The BQA program continues to 
gain momentum with nearly 4,800 
producers registered in our BQA 
database. Producers use the 
educational resources provided via 
the programming to improve their 
best management practices on farm.

7 REASONS WHY 2017 WAS SO AWESOME

1 2016-2017 
PROGRAM 

IMPACT
Each year, the PA Beef Council (PBC) strives to make 

a significant impact across the Commonwealth with our 
annual program of events. The PBC staff also facilitates 
the Northeast Beef Promotion Initiative (NEBPI) which 
is funded by the Cattlemen’s Beef Board’s Operating 
Committee and covers the 12-state northeast region. All 
Beef Checkoff efforts, at both the state and region levels, 
are meant to impact beef demand through promotion, 
education and research efforts. The PBC directly engages 
consumers, consumer influencers, as well as, producer 
and youth audiences. 

2 MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
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 Total Staff Led PA Events - 107
 Total Unique PA Counties Reached - 32
 Total NEBPI Staff Led Events - 35
 Total NEBPI Unique States Reached - 10

5

Influencers of the beef industry can 
encompass a wide variety of industry and 
career professionals. Retail influencers are 
those folks in marketing, retail communication 
and/or meat department management. 
Food service influencers are food service 
distributors, executive chefs, culinary 
instructors and even post-secondary culinary 
students. Over the course of this year, 13 
PA events were hosted with influencers and 
9 with channel marketers. Twelve additional 
influencer events were hosted in the Northeast 
plus 5 channel marketing events. These 
events include Nutrition Conferences, Dietetic 
meetings, Culinary Workshops and Blogger 
Tours.

The PA Beef Council was excited to partner once 
again with Mountain States Rosen, Formula One 
Feeds and Waja Farm Growers to provide high school 
culinary classrooms with fresh veal product. During the 
2016-2017 School Year over 27 high school culinary 
classrooms received fresh veal product. Over 1800 
students were impacted as a result of this program. 
Feedback from both teachers and students was very 
positive — many students commenting this was their 
first experience with veal.

7

Improving market demand is an essential aspect of 
PA Beef Council’s every day mission. This year, staff 
members executed 12 total consumer events in PA and 

the Northeast region. Consumer events are an exciting way for 
staff and producers to engage with every day consumers to help 
them learn about the beef industry. Events like the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show, NBC4 Health and Fitness Expo, The Marine Corps 
Marathon and even the Boston Marathon all fall under our 
consumer events category.

3
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6 PRODUCER
EDUCATION

4
In total, 22 youth events were hosted by PBC and another 

three in the northeast. Youth education helps to encourage 
the next generation of consumers to know the facts about 
beef. The educational outreach for youth varies from retail 
information, nutritional training and even producer education. 
By focusing on the upcoming generation of beef producers 
and consumers, we can better predict and drive the demand 
for retail beef in the meat case.

INFLUENCER AND 
CHANNEL MARKETING 

EVENTS

YO
UTH

OUTR
EACH

VEAL MARKETING
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Handling your livestock can be a big chore, and that’s why we take pride in providing the equipment 
that will help make your day-to-day tasks easier. For over 70 years, Tarter equipment has been made in 

the U.S.A. for farmers and ranchers like you, offering American-made products fit for any job. 

FARM TESTED. FARM APPROVED.

To see our full lineup of cattle handling equipment visit

www.tarterusa.com 

Keystone Cattleman (PA)-9.21.17.indd   1 9/21/17   2:51 PM
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PRODUCER PROFILE
Meet Cliff Orley

Keystone Cattle 
Services was 
established by Cliff 
and Lynn Orley in 
April 1977. Located 
in Lebanon, PA, it 
is a multi-faceted 
purebred beef cat-
tle service enter-
prise.

Cliff Orley is a native of Ohio and a graduate of Ohio 
State University. While attending O.S.U., Cliff served as the 
assistant coach for the O.S.U. Collegiate Livestock Judging 
Team. Upon graduation, Cliff accepted a Animal Science 
teaching position at the University of Kentucky, as well 
as coaching the U.K. Livestock Judging Team. When Cliff 
decided to pursue graduate study, he chose Penn State 
University and served as the assistant coach of the Penn 
State Livestock Judging Team.

Cliff’s passion for purebred cattle production soon drew 
him from academia into the private sector. He and Lynn 
took the management reins at Gran-Del Farms, in Crest-
wood, KY and proceeded to win the coveted Charolais Na-

tional Challenge Trophy (National Premier Exhibitor Award) 
not once, but three times.

After a successful management career, Cliff and Lynn 
decided to offer their fitting/showing services to multiple 
breeds. From the start, their criteria has been high quality, 
competitive cattle no matter the breed. Since it’s concep-
tion, Keystone Cattle Services has bred, flushed, cared for, 
fit and shown numerous champions in the Angus, Charo-
lais, Chianina, Gelbvieh, Hereford, Maine-Anjou, Simmen-
tal and Shorthorn breeds.

Cliff has judged numerous livestock shows on regional, 
state, national and international levels.



Please

join us!

Friday, March 30, 2018
Spring into Excellence Simmental Sale
Pennsylvania Performance Tested Bull Sale
Livestock Evaluation Center
Pennsylvania Furnace, PA
Please see our website, www.pasimmental.com, 
for sale nomination information!  for sale nomination information!  

For more information on these events, please visit the 
PSA website: www.pasimmental.com

Join us for our annual Meeting & Awards Banquet on January 6, 2018!
Hoss’s Steak & Sea House, 743 Wertzville Rd, Enola, PA 17025

All cattlemen are invited and encouraged to attend!!!
Registration deadline is December 27, 2017.  Contact secretary or complete registration form on our website.  

Meals are purchased directly from Hoss’s, no payment to the PSA is needed..  

PSA Secretary: Rhonda Dziembowski, email RLUVSANGUS@aol.com, phone 508-868-8836.

Upcoming Events

ASSOCIATION

AMERICAN

406-587-4531
e-mail: simmental@simmgene.com

website: www.simmental.org

Laurie Meyers, President
717-350-2516

Rhonda Dziembowski, Secretary
508-868-8836

Pennsylvania 
Simmental 
Association



T.A. SEEDS consistently delivers the highest quality seeds and yields for
your specific location.

Taylor. A. Doebler III and the T.A. SEEDS team is dedicated to provid-
ing quality seed and service.  The team is able to control every step of 
the process, from product development through delivery, right in Jersey 
Shore, Pennsylvania.


